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TUNISIA

ONLINE

US astronaut visits Tunis Planetarium NEWS

TUNISIAONLINENEWS- On Friday, the Tunis Planetarium (Cité des Sciences) played host to the
press conference chaired by the American astronaut Robert Louis Behnken who is currently paying a 5

day visit to Tunisia from May 21 to 26.

Robert Louis Behnken is taking part in a special program including a video conference that is also
screened at the university of Sousse and Gafsa, on Friday dubbed “a journey in the space”, during
which he will present his space experience knowing that he has participated in two space missions
including the most recent one which was held in February 2010 during which he spent 30 days in

space.

He will pay on May 22 a series of visits to schools in Greater Tunis. On May 23, he will meet at the

Tunis Planetarium (Cité des Sciences), youths from various regions nationwide.

On May 24, he will give a lecture at the University of Sfax and will visit a local school.

During the press conference, the astronaut expressed his willingness to transfer his childhood dream
to become an astronaut to Tunisian children he will meet during his visit, as well as to answer their

questions concerning space missions in which he took part.


http://www.tunisiaonlinenews.com/

Concerning his 2 space missions, the American astronaut logged over 1000 flight hours on 25 different

aircrafts. Behnken had accumulated over 378 hours in space, including 19 hours of spacewalk time.

He also expressed his great joy for carrying out during one of his space missions the Tunisian flag
along 12 days and for 1, 7 million miles. He will bring the Tunisian flag during his meeting with young

children on Sunday.

Robert Louis Behnken, also hailed the level of the Tunisian experts working in NASA, “who have

certainly brought something from Tunisia that led to their success”, said Behnken.

Accordingly, he also expressed his gratitude to the Tunisian government for giving him the opportunity
to visit Tunisia. He also extended his gratitude to the Tunis Planetarium for organizing scientific events
within the framework of the Tunisian — American scientific cooperation and celebrating the 2010 as

the International Youth Year.

"I am happy to take part in a new generation of astronauts whose principals are based on cooperation

and mutual understanding”, said Robert Louis Behnken.

Finally, the astronaut received from Mr. Mohamed El Hedi Ben Isamail, the Director of the Tunis

Planetarium, a medal.



American astronaut on visit to Tunisia

24 TUNIS, May 21, 2010 (TAP) - American astronaut from the US
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Robert Louis Behnken said he was
honoured to visit Tunisia for the first time and meet with Tunisian pupils and students fond of
astronomy.

The American astronaut, who is paying a visit to Tunisia on May 21-26, said at a news
conference held on Friday at the City of Sciences, that in his February 2010 space mission, he
had carried with him flags of several countries, including Tunisia’s.

“Tunisia’s flag flew 2.5 million kms in space,” he specified, adding that the initiative was meant
to convey to the extra-atmospheric space a message of peace and tolerance for mankind.

Mr. Robert Louis Behnken voiced consideration to Tunisia for the skills of its scientists working
in NASA, emphasising the important role incumbent upon Tunisian scientific associations, such
as the City of Science, in stepping up scientific exchanges and expertise and disseminating the
culture of science and knowledge.

At the City of Sciences, the American astronaut made a video-conference on the different
stages of his space trip in onboard a space shuttle.

The video-conference was attended by students from the Sousse and Gafsa universities.

Lieutenant Colonel of the US Air Force and astronaut at NASA, Robert Louis Behnken, an
engineer, 40, will visit on Saturday, May 22 schools of Greater Tunis where he is to meet
several youths fond of aviation and astronomy.

He is also to lecture, on May 24, at the university of Sfax.

Robert Louis Behnken had taken part in two space missions, STS-123 and STS-130. He had
spent nearly 30 days in space.
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Un astronaute parmi nous a la Cité des Sciences de Tunis

La Cité des Sciences de Tunis accueillera & partir du vendredi 21 mai I’astronaute américain
Robert Louis Behnkn. Tout un programme est organisé autour de cette visite. D’abord la
tenue d’une conférence vendredi 21 mai a partir de 16 heures au siege méme de la Cité des
Sciences au cours de laquelle I’astronaute parlera de son expérience dans I’espace. Il est a
noter que Monsieur Behnkn a participé 4 deux missions spatiales STS-123 et STS-130, la
derniére au mois de février 2010. En tout, il a passé environ trente jours dans I’espace. Le
samedi 22 mai, ’astronaute se rendra dans des établissements scolaires du grand Tunis a la
rencontre des écoliers. Dimanche 23 mai, il rencontrera des jeunes venus de plusieurs régions
du pays dans les espaces de la Cité des Sciences de Tunis pour une séance de dédicace. Et
enfin, lundi 24 mai, M. Behnkn donnera une derniére conférence a I’universit€ de Sfax et
visitera une école de la région.



Tunis - La Citeé des Sciences hosts an astronaut
L ‘Observateur

May 14, 2010

P10

Un astronaute a la Cite des Sclences
a Tunis

La Cité des Sciences a Tunis accueillera a partir du
vendredi 21 mai, I’astronaute américain Robert Louis
Bhnkn. Tout un programme est organisé autour de cette
visite. D’abord la tenue d’une conférence le vendredi
21 mai a partir de 16 heures au siege méme de la Cité
des Sciences dans laquelle I’astronaute parlera de son
expérience dans I’espace. 1l est a noter que M. Behnkn
a participé€ a deux missions spatiales STS-123 et STS-
130. La derniéere fut au mois de février 2010. En tout, il
a passé environ 30 jours dans I’espace. Le samedi 22
mai, I’astronaute se rendra dans les établissements sco-
laires du Grand Tunis a la rencontre des écoliers. Le dimanche 23 mai, il rencontrera des
jeunes venus de plusieurs régions du pays dans les espaces de la Cité des Sciences 2 Tunis
pour une séance de dédicace. Enfin, le lundi 24 mai, M. Behnkn donnera une derniére
conférence a I'université de Sfax et visitera une école de la région.




La Cité des Sciences hosts an astronaut

As Sabah
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US astronaut, Robert Benhken : I carried Tunisian flag in a trip to space.

As shourouq

May 22, 2010
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US Astronaut Robert Benhken : Tunisian Flag Flew in Space
As Sabah
May 22, 2010 — P5
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Lastronaute américain Robert Louis Behnken
Considération a la Tunisie pour
la compétence de ses scientifiques
travaillant a la Nasa

[astronaute américain de la NASA,
Robert Louis Behnken, s’est déclaré honoré
de visiter la Tunisie, pour la premigre fois,
et de rencontrer les éleves et les étudiants
tunisiens passionnés d’astronomie.

L’astronaute américain, qui effectue
une visite en Tunisie du 21 au 26 mai,
a indiqué, hier, au cours d’un point
de presse a la Cité des Sciences, que
durant sa derniére mission spatiale, en
février 2010, il a emmené avec lui les
drapeaux de plusieurs pays dont celui
de la Tunisie.

«Le drapeau de la Tunisie a parcou-
ru 2,5 millions de km dans ['espace»,
a-t-il précisé, ajoutant que cette initia-
tive a pour objectif de transmettre, 2
partir de I'espace extra-atmosphérique,
un message de paix et de tolérance pour
I"humanité . 4

M. Robert Louis Behnken a exprimé
sa considération a la Tunisie pour les
compétences de ses scientifiques tra-
vaillant a la NASA, évoquant I’impor-
tance du role dévolu aux institutions
scientifiques tunisiennes, telles que la

..dans lespace. (TAP) »izzv

Cité des sciences, dans le renforcement
des échanges scientifiques et d’experti-
ses et la diffusion de la culture scientifi-
que, du savoir et des connaissances.

A la Cité des sciences, 1’astronau-
te américain a organisé une visiocon-
férence sur les différentes étapes de
son voyage dans I’espace a bord d’une
navette spatiale,

Ont pris part a cette visioconférence
des étudiants des universités de Sousse
et de Gafsa.

Ingénieur de formation, le lieutenant
colonel a I’'US Air Force et I’astronaute
de la Nasa, Robert Louis Behnken, (40
ans), se rend, aujourd’hui dans des éta-
blissements scolaires du Grand-Tunis
ol il rencontrera plusieurs jeunes pas-
sionnés d’aviation et d’astronomie.

Il animera, également, le lundi 24
mai, une conférence a I’université de
Sfax.

Robert Louis Behnken a participé
a deux missions spatiales (STS-123 et
STS-130). 1l a passé environ 30 jours
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Yes the Tunisian Flag Flew twelve days out of the earth planet
Sarih
May 22, 2010 — P15
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| came to Tunisia to maintain cooperation principle in the scientific field
2010-05-23 As Sahafa P12
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La Cité des Sciences hosts US astronaut
LObservateur
May 26, 2010 - P12
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US astronaut Robert Benhken speaks to students
Ash Shourouq
May 27, 2010 - P 17
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